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In the end of 1980’s, along with political transition, private higher education rises 
in former Soviet and Eastern European countries, which presents a new field full of 
challenges for research workers of higher education. Selecting five representative 
countries, i.e. Russia, Hungary, Poland, Czech and Romania as cases, and taking 
private higher education policy as axis, this dissertation try to study the private higher 
education in former Soviet and Eastern European countries from the visual angle of 
politics and economics. 
This dissertation is composed of three parts: firstly, a survey of political and 
economical transition in former Soviet and Eastern European countries. This part 
emphasizes particularly on overall reflection, to lay out the background of private 
higher education and to provide neccessery matting for cases study. Secondly, cases 
study. This part describes and analyses private higher education in the five selected 
countries，which comprises reform of higher education, policy environment of private 
higher education and survey of private higher education. Thirdly, on the basis of the 
former two parts, this part compares and reflects on the practice of private higher 
education in the five selected countries.  
Coexistence of unification and diversity is a marked conclusion of comparative 
study of transitional politics and economics, which can also be used to conclude the 
practice of private higher education in former Soviet and Eastern European countries. 
The common socialism experience and transitional direction is the premise of 
comparability of private higher education in these countries, but concrete practice  of  
private higher education presents colorful pictures. Even in the countries with similar 
political and economical condition, such as Hungary, Poland and Czech, private 
higher education is also different. Through cases study, this dissertation reveals some 
profiles of private higher education in former Soviet and Eastern European countries. 
Although these profiles can not cover the practice of private higher education in 
former Soviet and Eastern European countries, from which we know the general 
situation of private higher education in these countries.  
From soviet higher education to private higher education, during which there is 













industry. Education is an flexible human activity, which is always in the course of 
growing and developing , and education attributes are always in the course of 
revealing. In the special period of transition, former Soviet and Eastern European 
countries are facing double tasks, to changeover and to meet the international criteria, 
which is a superincumbent course of policy design and policy implement. For 
education, comparing with the influence of economical and cultural factors, the 
influence of political factor is greater by far. Government attitude and policy decide 
the situation of private higher education. In additon, private higher education in five 
selected countries all suffer extrusion from public higher education, such as enrolling 
fee-paying students on the basis of free-paying students, and diversifying income in 
education market. The future development of private higher education in five 
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